Sample Public Comment

Good morning Chair and members,
My name is [Name], and I am [title/organization/community member] from [city or county].
I’m here today to respectfully ask for your support of the California Association of Area Agencies on Aging request for $62.3 million in Older Californians Act funding.
This request is driven by several important factors.
First, in 2024 the Legislature passed SB 1249, which modernizes the Older Californians Act and will establish nutrition services, Information and Assistance, and caregiver support as statewide core services beginning in 2029 when implementation takes effect. All of which is a part of the California Master Plan on Aging. 
Second, over the past several years the Legislature provided important one-time modernization and pandemic-related funds to support nutrition programs. Those funds are now ending, but the need for food assistance among older adults continues to grow in communities across California.
Third, changes across health care and long-term services and supports systems have made navigating services increasingly complicated. As a result, demand for Information and Assistance services has grown significantly, as older adults, people with disabilities, and family members seek help understanding their options and connecting to the right supports.
At the same time, family caregiving needs continue to rise, and caregivers rely on support services to help them continue caring for loved ones at home.
The request before you today would support:
$37 million for nutrition programs
$15.66 million for Information and Assistance services
$10.44 million for caregiver support
These services help older adults and people with disabilities remain safely in their homes and communities while supporting the family members who care for them.
We respectfully ask for your support.
Thank you.

