[ORGANIZATION LETTERHEAD]
[Date]
The Honorable [Name]
California State Senate
1021 O Street, [Room ###]
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: Support for SB 1261 – Protecting Access to Essential Aging and Disability Services
Dear [Name],
On behalf of [Your Organization], we are writing in support of SB 1261, which will protect Aging and Disability Resource Connections (ADRCs) from unnecessary closure during periods of transition affecting Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) or Independent Living Centers (ILCs).
[Organization summary and interest in this issue area]
Across California, older adults, people with disabilities, and their caregivers rely on ADRCs as a trusted place to turn for help navigating long-term services and supports. ADRCs operate as a “No Wrong Door” system, meaning individuals can access information, assistance, and coordination regardless of where they first seek help. This approach ensures people are connected to the services they need—such as in-home care, meals, transportation, and caregiver supports—without being referred from office to office. 
Current state law requires ADRCs to operate through a partnership between an Area Agency on Aging and an Independent Living Center. However, when one of these core partners undergoes a transition—such as redesignation or stepping down from its role—ADRCs may be forced to close even though the community still relies on their services. 
SB 1261 provides a practical and commonsense solution by allowing ADRCs to continue operating temporarily during these transitions while a replacement AAA or ILC partner is designated. This transition period will prevent disruptions in critical services and ensure that older adults, people with disabilities, and family caregivers can continue accessing the support they depend on.
As California’s population ages, the need for coordinated systems that help people navigate long-term services and supports will only continue to grow. ADRCs are a key component of California’s efforts to build a more integrated, person-centered system of care that allows individuals to remain safely and independently in their homes and communities.
For these reasons, [Your Organization] respectfully supports SB 1261 and thanks you for your leadership in protecting access to essential aging and disability services.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Title]
[Organization]

